
 
 
 

EXPLANATORY NOTE 
 

MISSION AND PASTORAL MEASURE 2011 
DRAFT PASTORAL (CHURCH BUILDINGS DISPOSAL) SCHEME 

ISLINGTON, CLOUDESLEY SQUARE, HOLY TRINITY 
DIOCESE OF LONDON 

 
 

This note accompanies a draft scheme under the Mission and Pastoral Measure 

2011 which makes provision for the future of a closed church building. The Church 

Commissioners provide this information so that individuals and interested parties can 

understand the background to the proposals, make a reasoned judgement on the 

merits of the draft scheme and, if they see fit, a reasoned expression of support or 

objection to it. 

 

The Current Proposals 

The Commissioners have agreed to publish an amending draft Pastoral (Church 

Buildings Disposal) Scheme providing for the closed church of Islington, Cloudesley 

Square, Holy Trinity to be held or leased by the London Diocesan Fund (“the Fund”) 

for community use and for occasional acts of Christian Worship as may be directed 

by the Bishop for the time being of London, and for educational, office and storage 

use (including use as a bone repository and for research purposes) and for purposes 

ancillary to all or any of these uses.      

 

The draft scheme, which this note accompanies, contains provisions to revoke an 

earlier scheme affecting this closed church and to provide for its appropriation for the 

proposed uses and to empower the Fund to hold or lease the property for these 

uses. 

 

Background 

The parish church of Holy Trinity closed for worship in the Church of England in 1979 

and was subsequently leased to the Celestial Church of Christ for worship. That use 

came to an end in 2017. Since then the London Diocesan Fund has been seeking 

alternative possible users for the building and are now in discussions with an 

organisation who wish to use the church building for community and office purposes 

alongside occasional acts of Christian Worship.  

 



In addition to these uses, proposals have emerged to extend the use of the crypt 

(which is already in use for burials) as a bone repository for human remains with 

limited access for research purposes. 

 

Now, with active interest from prospective occupiers, the diocese of London is taking 

forward repair and conversion proposals for the building. However, given the large 

repair costs, part funding for the project will be dependant on a successful 

application for Heritage Lottery Funds. 

 

The Building 

The building stands as the centrepiece to Cloudesley Square. Built by Sir Charles 

Barry in 1826-9, the Grade II* listed Holy Trinity is a fine example of Commissioners’ 

Perpendicular. The body of the building is stock brick with window tracery, turrets 

and string courses in Bath stone. The West façade is the most striking and the plan 

of the building consists of a broad nave with aisles, north and south porches, a 

shallow rectangular sanctuary and vestries between the angles formed by the aisles 

and the sanctuary. 

 

From 1980 to 2017 during the tenancy of the previous occupants the building fell into 

considerable disrepair. In 2006 English Heritage funded repairs to the main nave 

roof and parapets. However, with structural concerns remaining at the west end of 

the building (and its two western towers) measures had to be put in place for 

protection of the general public. 

 

The Views of the Commissioners’ Statutory Advisors 

The Commissioners statutory advisors, then the Advisory Board for Redundant 

Churches, advised at the time of closure that the building was of very considerable 

architectural and townscape importance which, both for its environment and its 

intrinsic merits ought to be maintained. 

 

Plans for alterations of the building to accommodate the proposed uses are still in 

preparation and the advice of the Commissioners current advisers, The Statutory 

Advisory Committee of the Church Buildings Council, will be sought before the 

scheme is made. 

 

Making the Draft Scheme 

Before they allow the Scheme to proceed the Commissioners will need to be 

satisfied that planning permission and listed building consent is in place for the 

proposed use.  

 

Correspondence 

Further information about the proposals may be obtained from Jeremy Tipping, the 

Closed Church Team Manager, by e-mail at jeremy.tipping@churchofengland.org or 

by telephone at 020 7898 1595.  

 

 
 



 

Representations against or in support of the draft Scheme 

 

Anyone may make a representation for or against any provision of the draft Scheme.  

 

Representations should be sent to: 

 

  Representations 

  Closed Churches Division, Church Commissioners 

  Church House 

  Great Smith Street 

  London SW1P 3AZ 

  

Or by e-mail to: closedchurches.reps@churchofengland.org 

 

Any communication received after 14 April 2019 cannot be treated as a 

representation.  

 

If we receive representations against the draft Scheme, we will send all 

representations, both for and against, to the Bishop, whose view will be sought. 

Individual representors will then receive copies of our correspondence with the 

Bishop (including copies of all the representations) and they may comment further in 

writing to us in light of the diocesan response if they so wish. 

 

If no representations against the Scheme are received the Commissioners shall 

make the Scheme and bring it into effect as provided for in the Scheme and 

explained above. 

 

Information on the Mission and Pastoral Measure 2011 and its procedures can be 

found on the Church Commissioners’ web-site at www.ccpastoral.org where there 

are also links to download copies of these notes and the draft scheme. 
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