
The Ups and Downs of Restoration and Modernisation 

(Jenny Tatton) 

 

The Ups 

 

Press Cutting 26/03/1971 

Commendation for this Restoration 

The GLC has been given a commendation by the Civil Trust for a scheme of restoration and 

modernisation of this block of houses built between 1812 and 1821, and facing onto Cloudesley 

Road, Batchelor Street and Cloudesley Place, Barnsbury. 

 

 

 

ABOVE: The houses in Cloudesley Road and Cloudesley Place before modernisation. The properties 

have now been restored and the row of projecting ground floor shops removed. 

 

BELOW: The road frontages present a view of facades carefully restored to their original state.  

In addition the rear gardens have been cleared of fences and each house provided with a small patio 

giving access to what is now a large communal landscaped open space.  The arrangement of 

windows on the garden side gives interest to the view from the enclosed garden itself. 

 

“This is a scheme of conservation” say the Civic Trust “which should set a standard for other 

authorities.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The fourth and last stage of the rehabilitation contract is about to begin and will include a two-

storey underground car park.  The designers of the modernisation scheme are Sir Hubert Bennett, 

architect to the GLC, and the chief officer, parks department (landscaping). 

 

 

The Downs 

Evening News 12/12/1972 

Peter O’Kill 

Row over “Scandalous Profits” 

GLC ask £22,500 for £90 houses 

 

A group of terraced houses bought by the old LLC for £90 each 20 years ago are now up for sale – 

with a £22,500 price tag on each house. 

 

Tenants who now pay £9 a week rent would need weekly incomes well over the £100 to qualify for 

the mortgages the GLC are offering. 

 

The properties, in Batchelor Street, Cloudesley Place and Cloudesley Road are typical Islington 1820 

“artisan” homes.  But the price the GLC are asking for the small three-bedroomed homes is well 

above artisan levels – and is leading to a major row.  For the tenants say the valuation is absurd and 

puts the homes beyond the reach of many, although they would like to buy them. 

 

The opposition group at County Hall claims the whole business is scandalous, and is turning the GLC 

into a property speculator.  The GLC says it will not budge from the price – a £4,500 discount is 

offered to sitting tenants – and that profits from the deal will benefit London’s ratepayers. 

 

Seven-year leases 

Even after allowing for the £4,500 spent renovating each of the 36 properties four years ago, the 

GLC stands to make about £¾ million if all are sold.  When new tenants moved in after the 

modernisation they were given seven year leases and told they would have the chance to buy at the 

end of the lease.  Most of the tenants, ranging from cab drivers to barristers, would like to buy now 

– but not at the GLC price. Some residents have obtained private valuations of £14,000. 

 

“The GLC have said they are not prepared to negotiate. But we are still hoping they will revalue their 

properties,” said one of the tenants, Mr Alan Williams.  “People would have to earn around £140 a 

week to qualify for the mortgages – and this has caused some tenants to be very upset.  They have 

been genuinely distressed, having been told they would have the chance to buy and then facing an 

offer that four people together could not afford.” 

 

Another resident said: “These houses are small but comfortable, although they do need some 

money spent on them. The council know most of us just cannot afford £18,000.  We would all prefer 

to buy, and if they brought the price down to £12,000 there would probably be no difficulty.” 

 

Labour’s spokesman on housing at County Hall, Mrs Gladys Dimson, said: “It is scandalous. 



I know properties have to be sold at the market value, but it is socially undesirable to sell council 

houses in the first place.  The GLC is behaving like a property speculator and will make a fantastic 

profit.” 

 

A GLC spokesman said: “All profit on such transactions will help finance other council work – thus 

savings taxpayers’ money.  Mortgage repayments will be £142 a month, and that will require 

incomes of about £5,500 a year. But we will take into account all household income, and most of the 

tenants have families.  It is our policy to sell homes where tenants want to buy, and we have to sell 

at market value.  But we can give tenants the discount off the £22,500 to compensate for the 

restriction on them reselling the houses within five years.” 


