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Hunting Ghosts - Cloudesley Road - Past and Present (Part I) Updated May 2019
Introduction
Living in Cloudesley Road since the early 80s, I was fortunate to buy a house that was completely untouched, with the internal woodwork, panelling and front door painted in brown combed paint. This I removed. While stripping the paint the earlier colours were revealed, and as far as possible have been restored. Although a bit of a purist I have recently made changes to my own home by adding a roof extension, but the interior of the original house has remained almost untouched apart from putting in a bath (there was none), and opening up the lower ground front to back which leads to the garden.
When I moved in the main adjective used to describe this area was “gentrified”. Woodwork was stripped bare of paint, rooms were opened up to let in the light and the beautiful original front doors were sometimes removed, with skip after skip appearing in the street. It seems that buying and then stripping out continues with some homes being refurbished, redesigned and re-gentrified more than once. Even a couple of basements have been excavated! In the past, every month a free skip was placed outside The Crown pub and in no time it was full. Surprising what people threw out – I was the person skip diving and “saving” items.

There was no Parking Scheme and the road was decorated with herring-bone parking. Waking early around 5 am I would hear the cars from the suburbs parking with no restrictions, presumably to then walk to Angel Underground and continue their journey to work.
The houses were often multi-occupied and on the East side of the street, near Chapel Market, there were the painted barrows of the Market traders parked outside their houses. The barrows were often engraved with the names of their owners.

Now many houses are occupied by one family, the herring-bone parking is gone and some residents have two cars parked in the street…
Perhaps the top end (West side), leading to Richmond Avenue has seen the most changes, where some imaginative and attractive solutions have been found to what were old shops and properties much in need of love. Across the road there are still houses devoid of railings, presumably torn down to help the War effort, however some have been reinstated and the faces of these properties look whole again.

When I first moved in there were no railings around Holy Trinity Church and it made a huge difference when these were re-instated. Take an hour or so on a sunny day to walk along this lovely street, playing detective, looking carefully at brickwork, front doors, fan-lights, window fenestration and railings and a story of the past starts to re-emerge. Old shop fronts are a particular feature and some long term residents can still remember the names of the proprietors and what they sold. Other fronts are only “ghosts” but you can spot them by looking carefully for signs of large display windows and no step access. In one instance there is a break in the pavement and a mysterious “road going nowhere”. Some home owners have thoughtfully given their properties a name that reflects past usage e.g. “Wood Craft Studio” and “The Old Grocery”.
At the other end of Cloudesley Road where there is now a Play Park and the jewel that is Culpeper Community Garden, there used to stand a row of properties, presumably demolished or cleared away following bomb damage. When I first moved in I used to look over the old wall into a huge hole which must have been the basements of buildings with the dividing walls removed – it was filled with rows of Parcel Force vans! Then I watched as the pond was dug and the gardens were made. Later the street wall was re-built. At the side of the garden the King of Denmark pub, itself closed in 2011 and refurbished as flats and retail, still stands to attention near the junction with Copenhagen Street.
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As part of my recent delight at discovering The Cloudesley Association Website, I have done some research on this area and this document is a further contribution. I started with the intention of re-discovering the Old Shops on Cloudesley Road, and took a few photographs, but the project quickly “grew legs” as I created a table to record just the shop numbers and their inhabitants. However while interrogating the collection of old digitised London Directories available on-line using Ancestry, every property number in the street presented itself, listing the inhabitants and if they had one, their Trade – this I could not resist! What a picture has emerged - a bustling village full of industrious residents. Finally check out the Charles Booth Poverty maps on The Cloudesley Association Website and images from the researcher’s Notebooks…..“Then up Cloudesley Road, where there are some shops of a third rate kind. Better houses on the West side…..”
Important Note: Matching the old house numbers to the present buildings has been at times a challenge, especially at the Richmond Avenue end (West side) where re-modelling has occurred and it seems that two properties may now have become one.
All the errors, muddled thinking and misinterpretations are mine. If you have any corrections or stories to add, please contact The Cloudesley Association Website.
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This is an Updated Document thanks to great Feed-back from Residents and the amazing Photograph Collection of Islington Local History Centre.
Old Shops and Studios in Cloudesley Road, East Side
(Record starts facing The Crown)
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Old Shops and Studios in Cloudesley Road, East Side
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Old Shops and Studios in Cloudesley Road, East Side
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Old Shops and Studios in Cloudesley Road, East Side
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Old Shops and Studios in Cloudesley Road, Copenhagen Street, and Nos 28 & 29 Richmond Avenue
These below are South and North Side Copenhagen Street.


Old Shops and Studios in Cloudesley Road (West Side), Copenhagen Street, and Nos 28 & 29 Richmond Avenue



Old Shops and Studios in Cloudesley Road (West Side), Copenhagen Street, and Nos 28 & 29 Richmond Avenue






Old Shops in Cloudesley Road, West Side





Old Shops in Cloudesley Road, West Side




Old Shops in Cloudesley Road, West Side


Old Shops in Cloudesley Road, West Side



Old Shops in Cloudesley Road, West Side


Old Shops in Cloudesley Road, West Side



Old Shops in Cloudesley Road, West Side




Old Shops in Cloudesley Road, West Side



Old Shops in Cloudesley Road, West Side



Old Shops in Cloudesley Road, West Side




Old Shops in Cloudesley Road, West Side




Old Shops in Cloudesley Road, West Side



Old Shops in Cloudesley Road, West Side (JT add Carlos pic here – somewhere)
THIS IS WHAT HAS REPLACED NOS 131, 133, 135 & 137 ABOVE



Old Shops in Cloudesley Road, West Side




Old Shops in Cloudesley Road, West Side




Old Shops in Richmond Avenue joining with Cloudesley Road, West Side



Old Shops in Richmond Avenue joining with Cloudesley Road, West Side


Old Shops in Richmond Avenue joining with Cloudesley Road, West Side


Updated 02/05/2019

Culpeper Community Garden in the making


1: The gable end of The King of Denmark showing the ghost of the demolished next door property. The scar of the floors and the staircases are clearly visible.


2: The supported corrugated iron sheets have been replaced with a retaining wall along Cloudesley Road.


Photograph with permission of the Culpeper Community Garden





Right


The Journal 05/05/1972


Photograph shows No. 116, The Crown Pub, and the Shop at No 114 (see also below), and beyond that, across the road on the corner No 118 the Dairy with a Milk Float parked outside.








No. 118


This property is opposite the side entrance to The Crown, on the corner of Cloudesley Road and Cloudesley Square. Note the ghost of the large shop window and the almost no-step access


In front in the pavement can be seen the glass bricks bringing light to the basement


In Living Memory


This was a Dairy and is remembered for its marble shelves and the fact that it was “freezing”.





Above the tops of a queue of buses in Cloudesley Road lined up prior to a trip to Margate can be seen the corner of the Crown and the Dairy opposite.


The large shop window is clearly visible..


(Photograph provided by Mrs Doreen Brooks)


Old Records


1870 – 1875


Baker


1885-1915


Dairy





Old Records


No 114


These records show:


From 1870 Grocers + Tea Dealers, and Chandlers and in 1940 we find Mrs May Justice in charge.


See box below





No 114


Next to The Crown which used to have a shop on the ground floor with storage in the semi basement


Picture taken from a house opposite in 1982


In Living Memory


Shop was managed by


Sis + Jimmy Justice


Buddy + Nigel


2 Girls and a large Alsatian


Peter + Partner


Bob + Partner





No 116


In Living Memory


From at least 1875 this has been The Crown Public House





Across the road from the side entrance on the corner of Cloudesley Road was a Dairy





Old Records


(1870-1941)


The Crown Public House





Old Records








No. 42


Records from 1875-1941 show that this was a Beer Retailer, Dining Rooms, Furniture Dealer, House Decorators, Herbalist and finally in 1925 Woolett’s. Estate Agents/House Agents.





No. 40


The old records show


From 1880 -1941 that this was a Bakers





Round the corner, behind No 40, with the entrance in Cloudesley Place can be seen a recently refurbished building with a plaque


“The Old Bakery”.





On the East Side of Cloudesley Road joining Cloudesley Place








No. 42


In Living Memory


This was Woolett’s where residents paid their rents








No. 40


In Living Memory


This was a Bakers


Then finally a


Home Electrical suppliers (Vacuum cleaners etc.)





Batchelor Street Here





Cloudesley Place Here





Within living Memory


Next at No 34 was


Jimmy + Emma Latchford’s Fruit and Vegetable Shop with stalls outside on the pavement








Then there was a Laundry








Then a Shoe Mender








On the corner No 24 was a Coal Merchant





See next page for Older Records





Caption reads “Cloudesley Road Cloudesley Place 1964”


Arthur’s Café and Newsagents on the right





In Living Memory


No 36


(See also below)


Charnocks Sweet Shop





In Living Memory


No 38


(See also below)


Arthurs Café became Freds





Cloudesley Road East Side


Between Cloudesley Place and Batchelor Street


(Continued from earlier page)





Old Records


These show a variety of shops in this Terrace.


No 38 (1870-1941)


Grocers, Post + Money Order + Savings Bank, Newsagents, Furniture Dealers + Restaurants, Refreshment Rooms and Café.





No 36 (1875-1941)


Confectioner





No 34 (1870-1941)


Haberdasher, Dress Maker + Furniture Dealers





No 32 (1865-1941)


Eating House, Undertaker, Dressmaker + Florist





No 30 (1870-1941)


Butchers, Confectioner + Hairdresser





No 28 (1895-1941)


Corn Chandlers + Laundry





No 26 (1870-1940)


Cheesemongers + Chandlers





No 24 (1885-1905)


Printers + Cycle Makers


























See Old Photograph on the page above





Suggest that the left end of terrace was Arthur’s Café (Photo above) with the Newsagents/Sweet Shop next to it





This Terrace has seen some changes, like the central entrance, following re-furbishment by the GLC, possibly leading to additional housing, but the Terrace has not been rebuilt.





Bachelor Street





Cloudesley Place





Speculation re Old Nos. East Side


Nos. 38; 36; 34; 32; 30; 28; 26;24





Cloudesley Road East Side


Between Bachelor Street and Ritchie Street





Within living memory this Terrace has not had shops, however records show that in the distant past there were shops including at separate times:





No 20 (1870-1905)


Tobacconist; Shoe Makers + Confectioners





No 18 (1885-1905)


Plumbers + Gas Fitters; Zinc Workers + Corn Dealer





No 16 (1870-1905)


Cheesemonger





No 14 (1870-1924)


Greengrocers; Confectioners; Toy Dealer; Laundry + Estate Agent





No 12 (1870-1905)


Butcher





Bachelor Street





Shops Records 8





Ritchie Street














Speculation re Old Nos. East Side


Nos. 20; 18; 16; 14; 12





At Tolpuddle Street cross the road to the West side, turn back and walk past Culpeper Community Gardens to the start of Copenhagen Street





ALL THE HOUSES AND SHOPS ON THE WEST SIDE HAVE GONE. NOW PLAY PARK AND CULPEPER COMMUNITY GARDENS


Missing are


Nos. 1; 3; 5; & 7





Images provided by the kind permission of the Culpeper Garden Archive





Visit to-day and be amazed by the transformation.


A breath of Fresh Air.





Culpeper Community Garden is an award winning public open space in the heart of Islington. It began life as a triangle of waste land in 1982, when permission was given for 2 local schools to make a small temporary garden. Local people got involved and helped develop the site into a beautiful public garden. It continues to be managed for and by local people and is a unique project where people from all walks of life come together on a genuinely equal footing to appreciate and enhance their environment.





King of Denmark Public House (West Side)


(Corner of Cloudesley Road and Copenhagen Street)





Top Left Photograph provided with the kind permission of the Culpeper Garden Archive





King of Denmark Public House Closed in 2011 and is now Housing and Retail


No 9


Old Records show that it was a Public House from 1870-1941. It finally closed in 2011. The Suffolk Arms another “Beer Retailer” (1870-1905) stood across the road at No 10.


Living Memory


Very much the Heart of the local community on Cloudesley Road.





Old Records show:


No 1 (1840-1941)


Plumber


Grocer


Chemist


Laundry


Stationer


Post, Money Order & Telephone Call Office & Savings Bank





No 3 (1840-1925)


Butcher


Bakers


House decorators


Ironmongers


Dressmaker


Tobacconist


Confectioner





No 5 (1845-1925)


Tin Man/Coal Dealers


Coffee Rooms


Haberdasher


Painter + decorator


Tailor + Glovers


Milliners


Drapers


General Dealers


Dressmaker





No 5 Copenhagen Street


In Living Memory


Italian Café run by 2 Girls


Antique Shop


Estate Agents


Now Barbers





No 1 Copenhagen Street


In Living Memory


Post Office





No 3 Copenhagen Street


In Living Memory


Cutler’s Sweet Shop


2nd Hand Book Shop





Earlier Photograph from 1970/80s


No 2 Copenhagen Street (then Croxford’s Newsagents and Confectioners), next is an area which is now a Garden Wall and next to it Colin Pearson’s Pottery Studio, before the recent re-development.


See following page with up to date images and Old Record Data





Pottery Studio


Now No 15 + 17 Cloudesley Road


Was Colin Pearson’s Pottery Studio. 


Additional storey was added in 2018





Old Records


Before the Studio (above) which must have replaced houses are:


No 19 (1870-1890)


Pearl + Turquoise setters/Diamond Cutters Setters


No 21 (1900-1936)


So far no Trade listed at this house. In Living Memory, Bulls Yard and Barnett’s Yard were next, presumably where the Electricity sub-station was built, and the new-build end of terrace house, and the “gated” housing now stands.





Old Records


No 2 (1840-1930)


Painter


Baker


Fishmonger


Bootmaker


Chemist


Dentist


Musical Instrument Repairer





No 2 Copenhagen Street





In Living Memory


Sweet Shop


Now Angel Corner Mini Market


The only shop in this documents still serving the Community





No 71


Old Record


(1870) Furniture Brokers


(1890) Confectioners


(1895-1905) Bootmaker


(1900) Paper Bag Maker


(1905-1915) Shirt + Collar Dresser


(1840-1941) Mantle Maker


In Living Memory


Was this a Wholesale Stationers?


Or Purveyor of Beer?








No 91


The style of this house and the no-step access to the front door suggests that at one time this may have been a shop, however so far there has been no evidence.


Old Records


(1870-1875) John Underwood Butcher


(1905-1910) Joseph Briggs French Polisher


(1910) George Nicholls No Trade listed


In Living Memory


No memories yet





If you read the Press Cutting below, sure enough you will note above the shop the words TURF ACCOUNTANTS





No 99 Cloudesley Road


Martin & Mills


Islington Gazette Friday July 3 1981


Trio aim to build up a Tasty Business


Ian Wilson, Andy Mills and John Martin (left to right) have just opened a wholefood delicatessen and green grocery in Cloudesley Road, Islington. They look deceptively like old hands – they seem to have the “friendly team of neighbourhood grocers” approach! But in fact they are new to the business. The threesome are all in the building trade – which was very useful when it came to converting the former betting shop into a delicatessen. They are all partners in the Camden firm of Straightedge Ltd.  Combining the two businesses is hard work at the moment – especially for the one that has to get up at 4.30 am to buy the vegetables. But they manage by sharing the work out. Ian 25, has lived Lonsdale Square for most of his life. He went to Holloway School and was apprentice at a local sheet metal firm before going to agricultural college. He has known Andy 26, since childhood and five years ago they went into the building trade together.. The third member of the team is John, 27, a plasterer by trade who proved so invaluable to the building firm that he became one of the partnership.





No 99 (See also above)


Old Records (1880-1940)


Straw, Leghorn + Tuscan Hats &c Warehouse


Oil + Colourman


Domestic Stores


In Living Memory


Dressmakers. Note again the 2nd door keeping Residence + Shop separate.


Betting Shop (Turf Accountant)





No 97


Now Named “Bower House” note the 2nd front door, keeping Residence + Shop separate.


Old Records (1870-1934)


Cabinet Makers, Carpenter ,Oil Man, Silversmiths + Medallist, Plumber, Dairy and Confectioner.





In Living Memory


The Bower Office.





No. 117


This numbering is speculation as the house to the left is No 115, although this house presently bears no number.


Suggest that it was once a shop


Mystery What is the significance of the cobbled path “going nowhere”?





Old Record


No. 117


(1870) Carpenter


(1905) Firewood Dealer


(1910-1915) Coal Dealers


((1925) Cycle Agent


(1939) Greengrocer


(1940-1941) Second Hand Furniture





Path “Going Nowhere” – Solved!


Photograph provided by a Cloudesley Road Resident


No. 117


R.E.Mills (Builders, Shopfitters, Joinery to the Trade, and No. 119 Linealux Limited.


See below - Buildings now integrated together and covered in Wisteria





Street View looking towards Chapel Market


Old photograph provided by a Cloudesley Resident


Behind the Van (with the large door), was C Ronga & Sons remembered fondly by Residents.


See “Hunting Ghosts” Part II where Ronga, Constantine & Sons. is listed as occupying Nos 58 + 59 Cloudesley Road between 1915-1941


(Perhaps a Shop with a house opposite).


In the distance – No. 117 R.E. Mills, No. 119 Linealux Limited, No. 121 Mrs Morgan’s House then No 123 The Artist’s House


Then a gap site where No 125A, the brick built house now stands, backing on to what was The Eclipse Pub.





With reference to the image, page above – No 117 R.E. Mills is now a 3 storey building and what was No. 119 Linealux stands next to it, with a small House (Mrs Morgan) No 121, to their right.





Nos 117


Old Records


(1870) Carpenter


(1905) Firewood Dealer)


(1910) Coal Dealer


1915 (Coal Dealer


(1925) Cycle Agent


(1930) Greengrocer


(1940/41) Second Hand Furniture





Nos 119


Old Records


Nos 119


(1985-1990) Artificial Florist


No. 1919 - 1923


(1900-1930)


Ryder John & Sons, Wholesale Mantel & Cloak Makers


No. 121


(1880) Mrs Morgan (No Trade) Listed.





No 123


Old Records


(1870)


M Thelier, Telegraphic Instrument Maker


(1880)


Ward Pocock & Co., Dog Cake Manufacturers


(1885)


J. J. Ward Manager, The Health Biscuit Co.


Nos. 123+125


(1890)


James Hayes, Engineers





No 123A


(1900)


George Henry Hill, Carpenter


No. 123A


(1925-1930)


Edwin Ernest Ware, Ventilator maker





No. 125





Old Records


(1870-1875)


John Starling, Plumber, Painters, Glaziers + House Decorators


(1879-1880)


John Urquhart, Grainer and Writer


(1880)


John Urquhart, Woollen Warehouseman


(1885)


William Herbert, House Decorator


(1900)


George Edwin Cavanaugh, Dairy


(1905-1941)


William Cook Co.


Engineers





To the right is No. 125A


(See below)





Now No 125


Speculation - Must have been Nos 123 and No 125 in the past.





Old Photograph dated 1978


No. 127 De Tote Pottery and Crafts


Interestingly this shop is standing alone with gap-sites on either side. The gaps may have been yards belonging to the buildings on Barnsbury Street. Now both sites have been developed.


See No 125A, No. 127 and No 129 below








Old Records


No 127


(1895-1905)


Tinplate Worker


(1930)


Wardrobe Dir.


(1940)


Refreshment Rooms





No 129


Now a new-build stands on what was a gap-site in the photograph above.





Old Records


No. 129


(1885-1890)


Watchmakers/ Jeweller


(1870)


Fruiterers + Greengrocers


(1895


Upholsterers


(1900 – 1905)


Cycle Makers


(1915)


Wood Turner


(1920-1930)


Furniture Dir/Dealer





No 129


This appears to be a new-build, on what was a gap site behind a brick wall.





Not easy to match old and present street nos., but 


see Old Records (right) 





No.125A


(See image above), The gap site marked 125A, is now the brick built house of the same number.


In Living Memory


This backs onto the now lost Eclipse Pub on Barnsbury Road





No 127


Now there is no House number, but image above shows it was No 127. It bears the signs, particularly the large window + non-step access, of once having been a shop.


See Old Records (See right)


In Living Memory


An Artist’s House (See above)





Long-gone row of 3 Shops photographed in mid to late 1900s





See also the same row of shops on page 26 below





What became of these shops?





It appears that this part of the Terrace underwent major re-modelling.





Suggest that on the left, out of the picture was No. 131 – not shown. Next is “Freds” No. 133


Present day “Wood Craft Studio”





The next white building was also divided into 2 shops. No 135 and No. 137


Present day “The Old Grocery.





CONUNDRUM


Hunting Ghosts Part II


In the Index taken from Trade Directories, 1895-1905 Frederick Handford is shown at No 137 not as shown in the shop sign at No 113. In 1905 lists “No Trade”. Did Fred colonise several shops, perhaps living in one and working in another?





No 133


“Fred’s – Rags”


Old Records (1880-1941)


(1880) Tobacconist and Shoe mender


(1885) Grocer


(1890) Laundry + Shirt + Collar dresser


(1905) No Trade listed


(1915) Hairdresser


(1920) Dressmakers


(1925-1941) Confectioner





No 137





Old Records (1895-1941)


(1895-1905) Marine Store Dealers, Rags, Phial + Bottle Dealers


(1900) No trade listed


(1905) Dairy + General shop


(1910) Dairy


(1915) Chandlers


(1925-1930) Greengrocers


 (1940-1941) Coal Dealers





In Living Memory


Greengrocers


(Danny Doolan’s)








No 135





Old Records (1870-1940)


Nos 135-137


(1870) Coffee rooms


(1870) Wine Cooper + Alehouse


(1885) Hairdresser


No. 135 only


(1905) Home Sanitary Laundry


(1910) Dressmaker


(1925-1934) Tailors


(1940) Cats Meat Dir





No. 131 (Out of shot)





Old Records (1905-1941)


(1870) Dairy


(1885) Dyer


(Nos 131+133)


(1895-1905) Clear Starchers 


+Laundry


No 131 only)


(1905-1930) Bootmakers + Repair


(1940-1941) Butcher





Old Photograph


This is a wider shot taken at the top end of Cloudesley Road, similar to that shown immediately above. This photograph shows how the final shops in Cloudesley Road join together. Perhaps it was taken at the same time.





Carlos the Woodcarver’s studio attracting admirers


Speculate this was 2 shops once Nos. 131 + 133


Note Gap site on left





No 135-137


Speculate that this was also 2 Shops Nos.135 + 137


In Living Memory


Danny Doolan’s Greengrocer


Now named “The Old Grocery”





NB: The side of No 139 can be seen on the far right. 4 pairs of matching pilasters still remain. (See immediately below)





No 131





In Living Memory


Carlos the Wood Carve and Sculptor’s Studio


Now named “Wood Craft Studio”


Worked with the Opera building sets and Wood Gilding





NB: Suggest the modern house (left) No. 129 is an infill following re-modelling of the terrace





Old Records Record





No 139


(1870-1930)


Tailors


Fried Fish Shop


Oilman


Linen Drapers





No 141


(1870-1940)


Hairdresser


Shoe Makers


Boot Repair





No 143


(1875-1941)


Haberdasher


Dairy


Painters, Glaziers, Paper Hangers + House Decorators


Confectioners + Pastry Cooks


Drapers


Nos. 141 + 143 are now one house.





No. 143


In Living Memory


A Sweet Shop





No. 141





No Living Memories yet





No. 139





No Living Memories yet





Above the shop is written


SMOKE PLAYERS CIGARETTES


+


J GREEN NEWSAGENTS & TOBACCONISTS








No. 145


Photograph dated 1966 Sourced from Islington Local History Centre.





No 145


Old Records


(1870-1941)


Newsvendor (8 different individual proprietors listed)


No Living Memory yet.





Chemist’s Advertising on the side of last building in Cloudesley Road.





Walk round the corner to Richmond Avenue





John Broad was Proprietor in 1845


Early drawing probably used as an advertisement


NB: Earlier Street Name and Street No.


See more on The Cloudesley Association Website under “Medical History”





Clearly fallen upon hard times.


What was Wooton’s Cash Chemist, followed by the name J Hearle MPS? He was chemist (1935-1941)


Hammerton seems to have been a Wine Merchant and perhaps Grocer.


See below for 2019 photograph and Old Directory Records.





No 94 Richmond Avenue


Old Record


(1845-1841)


(1845) Chemist + Druggist


(1850) Plumber + Plumber


In Living Memory


Dispensing Chemist





92 Richmond Avenue


Old Records


(1935-1941)


Chemist


(1930-1941) Wine + Chemist Merchant


In Living Memory


General Store. Off Licence


“The Cork and Bottle”








