
Most importantly
Layers of London is an open pla  orm, to which anyone can add 
informa  on. You don’t need to go through us, but if you need more 
informa  on, assistance or training, we’re happy to provide it. 
 

Interested? We hope so! See our website: 

 www.layersofl ondon.org 

CONTACT US
Project Director: Professor Ma  hew Davies, E: ma  hew.davies@bbk.ac.uk
Project Manager: Seif El Rashidi, E: seif.elrashidi@sas.ac.uk; T: 020 7862 8705
Project Administrator: Rebecca Read, E: rebecca.read@sas.ac.uk; T: 020 7862 8776
Public Engagement Offi  cer: Amy Todd, E: amy.todd@sas.ac.uk; T: 020 7862 8765
Volunteer Coordinator: Karina Flynn, E: karina.fl ynn@sas.ac.uk; T: 020 7862 8694
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Ins  tute of Historical Research
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London WC1E 7HU
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Layers of London: mapping the 
city’s heritage
Peel back the layers of London’s history to discover 
its people and places, and to share your own stories

Did you know that in 1954 a Christmas dinner in East London involved 
bartering a Christmas cake for a chicken? Or that 35 years earlier a white 
cross painted by your door guaranteed you’d be woken up for work? Or 
that on 17th-century maps, today’s Oxford Street was simply ‘the Road to 
Oxford’? Would you like to see a photo of London’s fi rst housing estate? 
Have you got your own stories and memories you’d like to share? 

As a virtual visitor to London, you can now peel back layers of the city’s 
history to discover informa  on about the landmarks, events, memories 
and stories of London’s diverse people and places, going as far back as 
Roman  mes, and explore interac  vely – wherever you are – the story of 
London’s remarkable and some  mes turbulent history over 2,000 years 
and its evolu  on into the city it is today.

Bri  sh Historic Towns Atlas’ new Map of Tudor London: England’s 
Greatest City in 1520 layered on the modern map of London 
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• Spreading the word
Not all organisa  ons, groups and individuals with interes  ng history 
to share are easy to come across. If you know of any such groups or 
individuals, please let us know - or be  er s  ll, encourage them to add to 
Layers of London. 

• Schools programme  
Our project fi ts very well into the history, geography, and ICT curricula. It 
is perfect for a local history study as it allows students to understand the 
process of historical enquiry and historical change.  In terms of geography, 
it develops geographical skills by providing an opportunity to work ‘hands-
on’ with maps and demonstrates how environments change over  me. 

From an ICT point of view, it enables students to undertake crea  ve 
projects that involve using and combining mul  ple applica  ons to achieve 
challenging goals, including collec  ng and analysing data. It also lends 
itself to interdisciplinary ac  vi  es for both primary and secondary school 
children that can be tailored to anything from a fi  een-minute session to 
a term, or longer, project.

One of the records included in a Layers of London collec  on on 
the history of Greek restaurants in London

A5 Layers Leaflet yellow final.indd   Spread 2 of 4 - Pages(2, 7)A5 Layers Leaflet yellow final.indd   Spread 2 of 4 - Pages(2, 7) 14/09/2018   14:10:0314/09/2018   14:10:03



www.layersofl ondon.org

•  Mapping (georeferencing)
Our website will include 24,000 aerial photos of London taken by the 
RAF a  er WWII, from Historic England’s collec  on. We need people to 
help join these photos together on a base map of London to create one 
single aerial image that has never been seen before. The process is called 
georeferencing and is a bit like doing an online jigsaw: it is about linking 
places on one map with the same places on another.

Prac  cally anyone can do it, although we can also provide training. We 
plan to ac  vely engage school children in the process of georeferencing 
in the context of local history projects.

• Volunteering
Whether you have decades of experience or no experience at all, 
there are numerous opportunities for you to get involved, and we 
would love to hear from anybody with the time and interest. Possible 
roles range from community ambassadors, to people who can curate 
online collections, to people with technical skills who can teach 
others how to use computers and other equipment. We have many 
opportunities for student placements as well. So far students have 
helped on projects related to Greek restaurants, feminist history, 
reminiscences by elderly Lewisham residents, and diaries of war 
survivors, to name a few. 

Volunteers taking part in a georeferencing workshop
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The Layers of London project is crea  ng a ground-breaking interac  ve 
online map through an extensive programme of public engagement and 
crowd-sourcing, resul  ng in a dynamic website which allows users to 
explore and engage with London’s history. 

Led by the University of London’s Ins  tute of Historical Research, Layers 
of London is a partnership with the Bri  sh Library, Museum of London 
Archaeology, Historic England, London Metropolitan Archives, Birkbeck, 
University of London, The Na  onal Archives, and a wide range of local partners. 
It is also a co-produc  on with the public, using a range of ways - social 
media, online tools, workshops and training events - to involve people of all 
kinds across London’s diverse boroughs and beyond. The end product will 
create a las  ng legacy for London’s heritage, through a sustainable website 
allowing content to be added for at least 20 years. The legacy for this project 
is enormous, including the possibility of replica  ng the map na  onally.

The project is supported by the Na  onal Lo  ery players through the 
Heritage Lo  ery Fund, as well as by the IHR Trust, the Stavros Niarchos 
Founda  on and the Ford Britain Trust. 

The project brings together some of Britain’s most important collec  ons 
of maps, images and other resources supplied by London’s main heritage 
ins  tu  ons. We work with groups, socie  es and archives to train 
volunteers across London’s boroughs, and will engage with thousands 
of schoolchildren through workshops in local boroughs, and involve 
large numbers of online users in heritage content crea  on. The crowd-

William Morgan’s map of 1682 which has been fully digi  sed and 
forms one of the ‘layers’ of the Layers of London website 
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sourcing pla  orm allows users to upload their own personal images, 
text, audio and fi lms rela  ng to places and buildings.

Digital and historical skills training provided will enable Londoners 
to pursue their own future heritage projects, including local projects 
ins  gated through our engagement programme. The extensive 
engagement programmes carried out by all partners will use a variety 
of methods   - from internships to interac  ve online skills training - to 
work with as many people as possible, extending the reach far beyond 
tradi  onal users of archives or members of local history groups. Anyone 
with a mobile device or computer will be able to contribute content, 
take part in crowd-sourcing and annota  on programmes, and learn new 
skills.

The project will also work with a diverse range of communi  es and 
groups across London through targeted recruitment and social media. 
They will act as champions of heritage within their boroughs and 
neighbourhoods, leading to spin-off  ac  vi  es such as blogs, photo 
exhibi  ons, and new heritage walks, as well as sharing the skills 
developed by volunteers.

A member of DABD, a charity providing services and support for 
disabled people, looking through archival photographs to be uploaded 

to Layers of London
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How you can get involved
There are several strands of ac  vity through which individuals, groups 
and organisa  ons can get involved: 
 
• Crea  ng or sharing content
This involves adding informa  on to layers on the map. Content can be in 
diff erent forms: images (drawings, photos, plans), personal memories in 
typed text, scanned documents, fi lms and recordings. It can come from 
organisa  ons as large as London Metropolitan Archives, or as small as 
a family album. We are par  cularly interested in informa  on that does 
not exist anywhere else, and informa  on that is thema  cally connected 
to create a ‘project’. For example: a group studying WWI conscien  ous 
objectors in Haringey is mapping where these individuals lived and exploring 
connec  ons between them; a local historian interested in Poplar is adding 
informa  on about her family history in the area, and Bexley Archives is 
sharing material showing Bexleyheath High Street over  me and building 
plans and eleva  ons from the early 20th century. All of this is informa  on that 
may not have otherwise been easy for the public to access and contributes 
signifi cantly to our understanding of London and its many histories. 

Layers of London content is shared using a Crea  ve Commons Non 
Commercial By A  ribu  on Licence. This means that people can use it for 
non-commercial purposes as long as they acknowledge the source.  

A collec  on created by the Haringey First World War Peace Forum 
mapping addresses of conscien  ous objectors in Haringey and 

providing biographical informa  on on each objector

A5 Layers Leaflet yellow final.indd   Spread 4 of 4 - Pages(4, 5)A5 Layers Leaflet yellow final.indd   Spread 4 of 4 - Pages(4, 5) 14/09/2018   14:10:0814/09/2018   14:10:08


