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PEOPLE living in an exclusive street in Barnsbury have been left reeling after two 
parked mopeds were completely destroyed by fire and a car severely damaged in 
what could have been an arson attack or a botched theft.
Richmond Crescent residents said they were woken up by “popping sounds” of the 
burning vehicles – a Vespa scooter, a Honda moped and a Mercedes C-series – 
just before 6am on Tuesday, but no one witnessed the perpetrators in action.
Some questioned whether it was still safe to park their vehicles in the street.

� 
Remains of the Vespa in Richmond Crescent
It is unclear at this stage if the arsonists were trying to steal the mopeds. A large 
spanner was seen lying on the pavement next to the Honda moped, leading to 
speculation that those responsible may initially have tried to take the vehicles 
before setting fire to them.
A woman in her thirties, who did not want to be named, told the Tribune: “I woke 
up and heard noise, popping sounds, coming from outside. My husband peered 
out of the window and saw his Vespa was on fire. He had bought it seven months 
ago and he’s pretty upset. 
“We called the fire brigade and they were here very quickly, within five minutes, 
and put the fire out. They did an excellent job.”
She added: “We’re just so shocked, we can’t believe someone would have done 
this.
The Mercedes was parked in front of the Honda moped, and residents believe it 
caught fire after the blaze from the moped spread.



The crescent includes the home of Emily Thornberry, MP for Islington South. Tony 
Blair also used to live in the street, as did former Town Hall chief Margaret Hodge 
MP, who is understood to have moved last month. 
The Tribune bumped into Ben Thornberry, the MPs brother, who had stayed the 
night at his sister’s home. “I think they were trying to steal the moped and just set 
fire to them when it didn’t work,” he said.
“It’s very dangerous as the mopeds or car could have exploded. 
“I once had my truck set on fire when I was living in the States, so I know what it’s 
like.”
He added: “I’m surprised the police did not take away the spanner as evidence.”
The incident comes in the same week the Met Police reported a 31 per cent 
increase in arson offences in Islington over the past 12 months, compared to a 20 
per cent increase across London. 
Between October 2013 and September 2014, 71 fires were intentionally started in 
the borough. That figure rose to 93 between October 2014 and September of this 
year.
Ms Thornberry said: “I knew nothing about it. The road is a crescent and I didn’t 
see anything when I left for work. It’s pretty horrible.”
Islington Police are investigating the incident. There have been no arrests.


